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New York State Education Department (NYSED) Persistently Dangerous Schools (PDS) designation

What is a Persistently Dangerous school (PDS)?

In New York State, schools are designated persistently dangerous, if for two successive years, they have had
incidents that meet or exceed criteria established by the New York State Education Department (NYSED). This is a
requirement imposed on all school districts located within New York State.

How does a school become designated as Persistently Dangerous?
Federal law requires each state to determine annually which public elementary and secondary schools are
“persistently dangerous.” New York State uses a “School Violence Index” (SVI) comprised of a sum of weighted

incidents divided by the school’s K-12 enroliment.

Schools designated as persistently dangerous must submit to the NYSED an Incident Reduction Plan explaining the
steps to be taken to increase school safety. Schools are assessed annually, and depending on the level of progress
made in reducing the number of incidents, may be removed from the list after two consecutive years of progress

in this area.

How are incidents determined?

The PDS designation is based on ratio of school reported incidents. These incidents are not necessarily of a
severe |level involving the New York City Police Department. This designation could result from a limited number
of serious incidents involving a small number of students. The reporting process is part of the NYCDOE's efforts to

provide the safest possible environment for our students.

What steps are being taken to improve safety at my school?
Schools identified as PDS must present a plan to the NYSED and the NYCDOE for reducing these incidents. The
NYSED and NYCDOE are both committed to promoting a safe and healthy learning environment where students

are secure in their pursuit of educational success.

The school safety plan should be viewed as part of a comprehensive and collaborative approach to prevent school
violence and promote school safety. Both the NYSED and NYCDOE strongly endorses and encourages community
participation to improve the safety of the school environment. Contact your principal or school for additional
details about the school safety plan. For more information about school safety plans visit
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/ssae/schoolsafety/save/#schoolsafetyplans

PDS Transfer Process

What is the Public School Choice Program for Persistently Dangerous Schools (PDS)?
Under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, all states are required to implement a school choice program
for schools identified as persistently dangerous. Schools identified as PDS must provide transfer options to

students where they exist.
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Am | required to transfer my child?

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Persistently Dangerous Schools Transfer Process

No, students are not required to transfer, but must be offered the opportunity to do so. Schools identified as PDS

must provide transfer opportunities to students where transfer options exist. The PSC transfer process is optional

and you may choose to remain at your current school.

May | choose my transfer school?

Applicants may request a transfer, however they cannot choose their transfer school.

How are transfer offers determined?

Transfer offers are based on seat availability and a random lottery process. Transfer offers are not guaranteed.

Will transportation be provided for my child if he or she accepts this transfer offer?

Transportation eligibility for children who are not mandated for specialized transportation because of their

Individualized Education Program (IEP), is determined on the basis of the student's grade level and the distance

between the student's residence and school. If a student leaves the school, transportation eligibility is determined

by current NYCDOE transportation guidelines. To find the NYCDOE transportation guidelines, please visit the

Office of Pupil Transportation’s (OPT) website at www.nyc.gov/schools/Offices/Transportation

For Additional Information:

For specific details about the school safety plan and/or the incident reduction plan, please speak with your

principal or the school staff.

For questions about the PDS Transfer program, please call 718-935-2439, email nclb_psc@schools.nyc.gov, or

visit www.nyc.gov/schools/PSC.

To obtain a translated copy of the instructions,
please visit the website below.
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Pour vous procurer une traduction des
instructions, merci de visiter le site web
indiqué ci-dessous.

Para obtener un ejemplar de las
instrucdones traduddas, por favor ingrese al
sitio web que figura abajo.

¥ g Al Y e e e dadd e ] gl

il iy Y iy

NRACRERRATXORE. MERT
mi R,

Pou jwenn yon kopi eksplikasyon yo nan
diferan lang, ak nan sitwéb pibaa,

Mepesos MHCTPYHUMA HAXOANTCA HA
yKAIAHHOM Huwe sebcaite.
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